Joint Meeting
Planning Board and Master Pedestrian Steering Committee

July 13, 2009

6:30 PM

Civic Center

Planning Board members present:  Steve Owen, Chair; Kerry Miller; Dot Perdue; Peggy Corey; Vic Gilliland; Heath Carrier, ETJ Representative; Kim McKone, ETJ Representative; Eddie Oakley, alternate; Richard Newbill, ETJ alternate; Ted Johnson, ETJ alternate.

Master Pedestrian Steering Committee members present:  Tom Tervo, Wes Cashwell, John Vine-Hodge, NCDOT-Raleigh

Visitors Present:  Carol Brooks of the Jamestown News

Staff:  Kathryn Billings, Matthew Johnson and Martha Wolfe

Outside Staff:  Jesse Day, PTCOG

1.  Steve Owen, Chair, called the meeting to order.

2.  Approval of minutes from the April 13, 2009 meeting.  Kerry Miller made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Dot Perdue made a second to the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.

3. Presentation on Jamestown Comprehensive Pedestrian Transportation Plan.  Jesse Day, PTCOG, presented the survey results from the Pedestrian User Survey conducted from April to June 2009.  There were 71 responses to the pedestrian user survey.
Day gave the following results:

· 96% of respondents think the “goal of creating a walking-friendly community” is important or very important.

· 83% of respondents walk a few times a week.

· Over 50% respondents walk over a mile for “fitness or recreation”

· The biggest factor that discourages walking is lack of sidewalks & trails, pedestrian unfriendly streets and lack of time.

· Respondents would like to see pedestrian facilities expanded to High Point City Lake Park & Gibson Park trails

· 43% want new sidewalks, 18% want improved greenway trail system and 16% suggested more pedestrian friendly land uses

· 26% would like to see gaps in missing sidewalks filled

· 25% concerned about pedestrian safety

· 21% would like to see connecting to greenway trails

· 21% would like expansion in residential neighborhoods

· Respondents favored 31% bond referendum, 26% impact fees on new development, 18% Public/Private partnership & 15% favor property tax increase as the primary source of funding for sidewalks, multi-use trails & lighting.

· Top roadway corridors needing pedestrian improvements

· Sidewalk/trail – E. Fork Rd., Oakdale Rd., Penny Rd., Main St. to Schools/YMCA

· Lighting – Oakdale Rd., E. Fork Rd., Penny Rd., Guilford College Rd/Guilford Rd., Greenway and downtown

· Intersections – *Oakdale & Main St., Dillon & Main St., Mid-block on Main Street between Guilford Rd. & Oakdale Rd., Railroad crossings, *Guilford Rd. & E. Fork Rd., *Guilford Rd. & Main Street. (*NCDOT has promised to make intersection improvements at 3 locations on Main Street and the location of Guilford & E. Fork Rd.  NCDOT said there are funds available to do these improvements in this calendar year)
The largest age group of participants that completed the survey was between the ages of 45 – 54, 37% of responders had a 4 year degree and 37% of the annual household income was between $75,000 - $99,999.00.
Day included a draft of a map showing Pedestrian Transportation Plan existing & proposed trails & sidewalks.  Day informed the Planning Board & Master Pedestrian Steering Committee that PTCOG is also working on a Deep River Trail Plan.  We are looking at land trails and paddle paths along the Deep River.  Day added on the proposed project map, the Deep River Trail should be constructed on the West side of the River.  This is the most feasible path.  

Design improvements still needed at proposed cross walks at the YMCA, PEC & Gibson Park.  PTCOG is still looking at designs for trails and intersections.  Proposed sidewalk extensions are pretty clear.  

The group was presented with a list of proposed sidewalk improvements.  The Top 12 projects in order as ranked with #1 listed as the highest.

1. High Point Rd. to Guilford College Rd.
2. E. Fork Rd. – existing sidewalk to existing trail

3. E. Fork Rd. – existing trail to Town limits

4. Potter Drive to Ragsdale Rd.

5. Oakdale to Main St.

6. Penny Rd. to Town limits

7. Main St. to Yorkleigh

8. Forestdale Dr. to Woodland Dr.

9. Ragsdale Dr. to Forestdale Dr.

10. High Point Rd. to GSO city limits

11. Forestdale Dr. to O’Neill Drive

12. Cloverbrook Dr. to Guilford Rd.

Proposed sidewalk improvements with cost estimates ranking:

1. High Point Rd. to Guilford College Rd.


$496,275.00

2. E. Fork Rd. sidewalk to Town Limits


$476,500.00

3. E. Fork Rd. trail to Town Limits



$414,375.00

4. Potter Dr. to Ragsdale Dr.



$169,163.00

5. Oakdale Rd. to Main St.




$537,713.00

6. Penny Rd. to Town limits



$644,200.00

7. Main St. to Yorkleigh Dr.



$634,543.00

8. Forestdale Dr. to Woodland Dr.



$140,725.00

9. Ragsdale Dr. to Forestdale Dr.



$171,925.00

10. High Point Rd. to GSO City limits



$526,013.00

11. Forestdale Dr. to O’Neill Dr.



$194,350.00

12. Cloverbrook Dr. to Guilford Rd.



$164,125.00

The proposed trails are as follows:

1. Deep River Trail

2. City lake/Penny Road Connector

3. Main Street to Guilford College Rd.

Day presented Policy recommendations for 8 different issues.

Issue #1 – Pedestrian transportation along existing development

RECOMMENDATION – Explore property assessments, impact fees & other funding sources to construct sidewalks along existing development focusing on closing small gaps of sidewalks of less than 1500’
Issue #2 – Public Access easements

RECOMMENDATION – As new sewer lines are extended along existing proposed greenways, acquire public access easements for both sewer line & future trail use.  Include requirement in subdivision ordinance that require public access easements along greenways when land subdivided within town limits & ETJ.

Issue #3 – Sidewalk requirements for change of use – all zoning districts.

RECOMMENDATION – Requires sidewalk installation with a change of use or any major structure modification to building sites.  

Issue #4 – Cul-de-Sac connections

RECOMMENDATION - Provide requirements for cul-de-sac development to accommodate pedestrians by connecting cul-de-sacs with the nearest neighboring street or parks.  In cases where no connection available, appropriate right-a-way should be set aside for future cul-de-sacs.

Issue #5 – Pedestrian access on new bridges.

RECOMMENDATION – Requires all bridges within the City limits or ETJ to have sidewalks

Issue #6 – Sidewalk designs for new construction.

RECOMMENDATION – Provide sidewalk cross-section standards in development regulation with different designs for residential, school & commercial area.
Issue #7 – Complete Street

RECOMMENDATION – Adopt complete street policy to design all roads for all uses.

Issue #8 – Sidewalk Buffers & Landscaping

RECOMMENDATION – Incorporate detail on appropriate street tree & landscaping for planting strip buffer of new sidewalks.

Wes Cashwell asked if there is any incentive for private businesses/owners to install sidewalks.  Billings said the Town has a streetscape sponsorship program which offers a partnership with private citizens to donate a bench, trash receptacles, planters, etc.  We may look at expanding this to include public/private partnerships on sidewalk installation.

The group discussed the parking situation on E. Fork Rd. and how dangerous it is.  At present, it has been a matter of jurisdiction and enforcement issues.  There is parking available at the Jamestown Park.  Day said he would try to come up with ways to make it less inviting to park on E. Fork Rd. and to encourage people to use the parking at Jamestown Park.

Day outlined the next steps in the process.

1. Draft development by July & August

2. Public meeting in August or September

3. Safe Routes to School Pilot Program – September or October (PTCOG conducting this in schools)

4. Present to the Town Council in the fall

Eddie Oakely asked for a Priority list for sidewalks.  Day will send the Power Point presentation to Martha Wolfe to distribute to the members.  In this presentation is the priority list of sidewalk installations.  
The group agreed to hold the Community Meeting for the Comprehensive Pedestrian Transportation Plan on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 6:30 pm.  This will be a joint meeting with the Planning Board, the Comprehensive Master Plan Steering Committee and a Community Presentation meeting.

The meeting ended at 7:40 pm.
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